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Air Force Ignores Microwave Peril 




By Jack Anderson 

Deep in itpbuipaudwey the 
Air Force Has sHeneedanother 
“Billy Mitchell" who dared to 
warn - that microwave devices 
hurt servicemeh’scgws. 

-For apeaWng c^'en * sub- 
ject that the Air Faf&wanted 
hushed up, be qutej&y lost his 
research job. 

The original S^ BCtbheU 
was a tough Arm J0wrp* 
officer who w«* cdtoi-xnar- 
tialed because be would] ~ 
stop telling htobraaeboui 
booses that thett8.needed 
pay- mora mwaifea to * 
power. ■' , ’ 

Col, Alvin Burner, on Air 
Force scientist and physician, 
is - totally unlike the /'tMufiH 
tongued MitebelL So mUd is 
Burner that he begged us not 
to print this story, , f 
But his Mends pave given 
us the faets that the Air F 


In 1 1968, Colonel Burner, 
th«i head pfraliohiology ai 
the Aerospace Medical I%i 
sioh, caine to the inescapable 
conclusion that certain micro- 
wave emissions.' can cause seri- 
ous eye ■■ ttohbte sometimes 
years after exposure. - 
Bunteralready knew the 
chances he wa^ -tubing- AttJ 
three . a er vibes expose 
hundreda of young servicemen 
daily tnjradar and other radia- 
tion waves. By exposing /the 
danger, he cotild Open ''the 
armed forces to hundreds of 
damage claims. 


But the injured eyes of die 


GIs hennted Burner. 
He decided to risk Mi career 
[rather than stay silent. ; In 
May, 1960, he presented a‘ 
paper to the 4th Annual Sym- 
posium of the International 
Mlcrbwave F<o#0r Institute in 
Alberta, Canada. v-v-'. 

Pew high-level officers have 
ever laid their careers more 
sacrlficially i oa the line. 
Burner wrote bluntly that, sl- 

been^w^c^^s^^pwS 
the military has beep 'dncrea* 
ingly award* of the hazard 
Since 1998, Ihe Air Force has 
done next to nothing about it 
A major ‘Study wfejeft un- 
funded, by tpe Air Force, he 
charged, even as the unpleas- 
ant evidence accumulated. , 
“The critical o*9*u for mi- 

^ the ' . crystaUhie . lens^of , the 
eye, ".he said. ‘Tt is conceiva- 
ble that a catmiid may first 
become recogn^edsevwil 


the accepted levels of radia- ston Parade tried to enlist tit 


tiou set by the services be re* 
evaluated, which could mean 
•jkmmte,* or changing mit 
lions of dollars worth of equip- 
ment. 


er added ominously 
that although the eye was the 
main area of dnijjW I 

waves might also capse heart, 
nerve, brain, blood and liver 
damage, fie eHn tobrl sppt 
Mia sister Service. <*r$v f * A-%; 

"The Navy," he wrote, “has 
realised far A long time that] 
(Wirier deck crsWmen who 
who are exposed to relatively 
high ! intensity - microwave 
fields during their watch show 
. . t hyperirdtabiBty, fatigue' 
and lassitude .” • \\ V 
Burner recommended that 


Finally, Burner wrote that 
exhaustive investigations were 
needed and that he “would 
like to- investigate other such 
parameters as hematologic, en-j 
doctrine and biochemical 
changes." * ■ 3./ • 

Burner Was never allowed to 
proceed. By August of 1960, he 
bad been shifted from aero- 
space medicine to in admtois- 
trative job to Washington. Hi» 
new title sounded grand: chief 
of the medical division for the 
Air Force reserve. But the ef- 
fect was to stifle .the invesdgar 
don and silence Burner. . - ' 
Meanwhile, bit findings of 
two years ago are now ac- 
cepted almost as writ. 

Burner's boss at the time of 
his ; trials wae Maj. Gen 
Charles Roadman, also a doc- 
tor, nowjetired from the Air 
Force. “There waa no connec- 
tion, at all,” between Burner's 
microwave wofkaad his trans- 
fer, Roadman told us. “It; was 
'ust time (for him) to go to 
VOshington,. nothing more." 
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Motorboat Foliation— The 

Environmental Protection 
geooy often protects the poV 
mms rather than the environ- 
ment. Conservationist Living- 


agency in his fight toend too- 
torhoat pollution of lakes aid 
streams. .(After all, tite lPA’S 
Own studies show mfibo 
spew up to 30 percent of 1 
fuel into the water. But 1W! 
associate general ctotoseL fit 
art Zener, wrote Pamela tf‘ 
the Federal Water Pollut! 
Control' Act exempts "d. . 
charges of oil from properly 
functioning vessel engines. 
That, paraele ttod us acidly., 
IS exactly the point: no < 
throwing off 80 per ce 

“properly functioning ” 

.... - " *• , '-. l , -’-gla; 

Cupp's Conspiracy— Al Capp, 
the humorist and ha ■ 

Claiming ids recent 1 
in Wisconsin on diyty-o. 
charges i* part of a plot by 1 
radical left to “g«r, 
Lawrence fiernitig, thefiistrii 
attorney who issued thft.wi 
rant for !Captoa hrrost, ha 
pent to be a fOttoar preside 
of thA Conservative Clubtoc 
a Chapter of Young Amerfc 
forFreedom) attheUnivfr. 
of Wis«miin. ps ^worfatd 

1§*b 

RspuhUdth' . , 
vtortiop i^ wk "aSo«| 
Ovpp% conspiracy th 
might seem hsnd 'to 'btiy.r: 
liana Buckley, the ‘ brill 
conservative eommentat 
was ^sufficiently impressed 
with it to |01ephone D0mdit| 
personal^ to make stare u 
hidn’t been takea ln hy toi 
Bolsheviks. 
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